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Aloha!  

My name is Divina. 

I grew up in Hawai’I and learned to crochet from a lady at Lanakila Baptist Church.  

We moved to the mainland when I was 13, where I became a professional Polynesian 

dancer and forgot about crochet for a bit while I was studying and traveling the world. 

Met my hubby on my last tour to Germany (he was the only groupie I ever had, so I had 

to keep him!) and got married 6 months later.  

In my new role as an Army housewife, I rediscovered crochet was an excellent way to 

pass the long evenings when my hubby had to be away. That and a whiskey. I also 

discovered it’s true what they say…friends don’t let friends drink and crochet! LOL 

I started designing after meeting a wise (read: sarcastic) Jamaican woman at a swap 

meet in South Carolina. The conversation went something like this: 

Me: Omigosh, your hats are gorgeous! Can I ask what pattern you use??? 

Her: Thank you, but I don’t use a pattern. I just crochet. 

Me: Wow. I’m not that good, yet. I still need to follow a pattern for everything! 

Her: What are talking about? You know how to crochet, right?! You know which stitches 

to use, right?! You know what shape a hat is, right?! 

Me: (Nodding and shrugging, then nodding awkwardly) 

Her: Then stop being crazy and make a hat! (Sees mental lightbulb flash to life above 

my head & smirks “wisely”) 

Me: (Hugs her & chokes back happy tears) 

Twenty-three years of marriage, two children, one grandchild and 7 composition books 

full of patterns later, here I am. We’ve lived all over the world and met so many 

interesting people that have inspired every part of our lives. Thank goodness my hubby 

doesn’t plan on retiring any time soon! 

Mahalo & Happy Stitching 😊   
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Makara Shawl 

By Divina Rocco 

www.facebook.com/islandstylecrochet 

www.ravelry.com/designers/divina-rocco 

 

 

So, I’ve been buying up all this 

gorgeous hand-dyed yarn 3 hanks at   

a time! What to do with it all? Design 

a bunch of shawls named after 

Goddesses. Duh! 

Makara are Hindu mermaids (I ❤ 

mermaids!) and the guardians of 

throne rooms and temples. So, the 

shell spine is totally obvious as well as 

all the V’s, but did you catch the half 

shells on the edge and the bubbles 

in the trim?! Me neither. My hubby 

pointed them out 😊  

 

ABREVIATIONS USED: 

beg – beginning 

ch -  chain 

dc -  double crochet 

hdc - half double crochet 

rep – repeat 

sc - single crochet 

sh - shell 

sl st - slip stitch 

sm sh - small shell 

sp - space 

st -  stitch or stitches 

tr – treble crochet 

V-st - V stitch 

{ } - contains notes  

[ ] -  contains stitch counts for the entire 

round or row

http://www.facebook.com/islandstylecrochet
http://www.ravelry.com/designers/divina-rocco
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The MAIN BODY of the shawl can be made to any size. I chose a width across the top 

that was equal to my height (5’6” / 1.68m), which is also equal to my “wingspan” 

(fingertip to fingertip with arms wide). This usually gives me a Shawl that is large enough 

to wrap around my shoulders AND to wear as a scarf. So, the yarn Amounts given are 

what I used to make my samples. 

 

SUPPLIES :  

➢ U.S Size 7 / 4.5mm Hook AND 575yd / 525m of Sport Weight Yarn* (1 cake of Lion 

Brand Mandala) 

➢ OR 

➢ U.S. H-8 / 5.0mm Hook AND 550yd / 505m of Worsted / Aran Yarn* (3 hanks of 

Malabrigo Rios) 

➢ Embroidery Needle 

 

GAUGE : Completely unnecessary for this pattern. The yarn amounts and hooks are 

simple recommendations. You can really use about 3 hanks or skeins of any yarn & the 

appropriate hook combo that you like. 

 

APPROXIMATE FINISHED SIZE : NOT INCLUDING TRIM 

➢ 66”W x 17.5”D / 168cm W x 44.5cm D  

 

SPECIAL STITCHES :  

Sh : (2dc, ch 2, 2 dc) in st or sp indicated 

V-st : (dc, ch 1, dc) in sp indicated 

Sm sh : (sc, ch 3, sc) in sp indicated 

Hdc-picot : ch 3, on the left side of dc just made, hdc through the top of the dc {see 

photo tutorial on Pt 3 page 7} 

Corner sh : (2dc, hdc-picot, 2 dc) in sp indicated 

Invisible Join : Skip 3rd ch from beg ch-6, and sew under both loops of 2nd ch from beg 

ch-6, sew through center of last ch made and back loop of 3rd ch from beg ch-6 {see 

photo tutorial on Part 3 page 6} 


