
Bio – Silvana Tabacchi 

 

I am so honored to be a part of the FATW5 group of designers.  When I made my first square for 

FATW3, I was a little nervous about putting it out there.  But it was so well received, that this 

time, I made TWO squares!  And to think of how it all began: 

I was born in a little town called Mammola, in the Province of Reggio Calabria, Italy, the fourth 

child at the time.  I believe my tactile interests stemmed from there.  My mom did knitting, 

crocheting, embroidery, needlepoint, sewing, spinning and weaving.  I vaguely recollect her and 

some neighbors, sitting outside of their homes with some form of needlecraft in their hands.  

For them, it was not a hobby, but a necessity.  There were not many stores nearby, and buying 

clothing was somewhat of a luxury.  One story my mom used to tell me is that one day, as a 

small child, there was a pair of scissors nearby and I cut a hole in a sheet that a neighbor was 

embroidering.  I guess I thought I was helping, although my hands were itching to touch the 

fabric.   

When I was four years old we moved to the United States.  Brooklyn, New York, to be exact.  

Jobs in Italy were scarce and my father left behind all of his family to find a construction job in 

America where my mom’s family had already emigrated to.  The day that we arrived, by ship, 

my maternal grandparents had a welcome party for us.  My grandfather’s sister, Great Aunt 

Maria Rosalia came to see us and was quite a charmer.  When we would visit her later on, she 

always had the most beautiful crochet doilies on hand that she had made.  I was so fascinated 

by them and promised myself that someday I too would make some.   

As my sisters and I got a little older and our interests in crafting grew, my mom taught us what 

she knew.  My sisters picked up knitting faster than I did and excelled at it, creating the most 

beautiful sweaters.  I was only about 8 years old, and took to crocheting better, although to this 

day I actually hold the hook more like a knitting needle.  But once I got the knack for it, there 

was no turning back.  Through the years, I have become more proficient at knitting, and enjoy 

the other needlecrafts my mom knew, but crochet remains my passion. 

I got married, moved to New Jersey, had 3 kids and less time to spare on my “hobbies” but I 

used to crochet my daughter’s Christmas dresses as well as clothes for her dolls, and sweaters 

and hats for my boys.  Most of my work was just created spontaneously and I never wrote a 

pattern.  I used to like the idea that my items were one of a kind. 

As my kids got older, I taught school kids how to crochet, then some adults.  Now I host a 

knitting/crocheting group of 4 at my house a few weeknights a month, and more recently, 

started a knitting and crochet group at a local Senior Center.   It all takes me back to my days in 

Italy with my mom and her neighbors.   

With the eruption of the internet and all these groups, I am finding so many beautiful patterns 

that I just cannot miss.  Most of them are the very popular ones out there.  Now my projects 



have included bridal shower, wedding, baby shower favors and toys, blankets, clothing for my 3 

grandsons.  I have sold some of my projects at craft fairs and privately, but most of the time I 

give them as gifts.  I do manage to keep some for myself. 

I started a Facebook page a few years ago to keep track of the things I was making but hope 

that I can reach out to more people and inspire them, the way my dear Mom, Rosa Maria and 

Great Aunt Maria Rosalia inspired me.  As far as the doilies, I managed to make so many, 

including using them as favors for my children’s weddings, with the traditional sugar-coated 

almonds wrapped in tulle and the doily wrapped around it.  These are from my daughter’s 

wedding.   

                         

 

If you would like to see what I have been up to, you can check here.   

https://www.facebook.com/craftynonna/ 

 

Thank you! 
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